The Journal of Headache and Pain has reached its 6th year of life. As usual, the yearly report of the Editor-in-Chief summarises its life during the last twelve months. I herein report to our readers realisations concerning organisational plans, new electronic facilities, the progressive spread of the readership interest and the evident boosting of international participation to manuscript submission. These changes reflect how new policies act on the Journal's progress.
for the important support they give to the Journal. Also, two new sections have been created, one dedicated to the History of Medicine interpreted according to the classic culture of Giorgio Zanchin, Professor of Neurology and History of Medicine at the University of Padua, and the other dedicated to Public Health and assigned to Matilde Leonardi, an internationally recognised expert of disability problems, from the National Neurological Institute Carlo Besta of Milan. Special thanks also go to them for their participation in this innovative project. These all represent the new editorial team, the Board of Directors. Teamwork and strong liaison for each project, constitutes, in my opinion, the cornerstone for balanced and stable growth of the Journal. The Advisory Board too, was reshaped by parameterizing active participation to the scientific life of the Journal, and new members of acknowledged scientific value were accepted to be part of our team. I am personally grateful to all the new members of the Advisory Board who choose to share this further phase of growth with us and, at the same time, I thank all those who are no longer Advisory Board members for their contributions to the editorial life of the Journal. com. This service was initiated due to the necessity of a more free exchange of scientific information. The absence of technical barriers for the download of the most interesting papers leads some authors to render the full-text version of their papers available to increase both their cir-culation and citation. (iii) From January 2005 the Online First service will be active at www.springerlink.com; this service concerns articles to be published in the next issue, which will be available online months in advance. Quotation using the DOI code of the pre-published articles allows easy and incontestable identification in terms of copyright. The time-saving online procedure and the consequent faster reviewing process reduced the average time to 8 weeks for the final answer to the author after the first submission. This resource increased submissions, which were successfully accompanied by a strong and expected Europeanisation in the contributions. All these services allow faster management and a larger quotation index of the published papers, features which are definitely not of secondary importance to a journal that is still young.
